PROJECT UPDATE #2 (JANUARY 2021)
GALALAR SILICA SAND PROJECT
PROGRESS REPORT

INTRODUCTION
On 14 January 2020, Diatreme Resources submitted an application to undertake a voluntary Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Galalar Silica Sand Project (GSSP), which was approved by the Queensland
Department of Environment and Science (DES) on 5 March 2020.
The GSSP proposal involves the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construction and operation of a greenfield silica mine and associated infrastructure.
Extraction of up to 950,000 tonnes per year of run of mine silica sand.
Construction and operation of a barge loading facility for export of the product.
Screening and wet processing of silica sand on site.
Product stockpiling on site and at the barge loading facility.
Trucking of product to the barge loading facility.
Transhipment of product from barges to ships for export.

FINAL TERMS OF REFERENCE
The draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for preparing the EIS for the GSSP proposal was available for public
review and comment from 27 July 2020 to 14 September 2020.
A total of 51 submissions were lodged and received by DES on the Draft ToR from a range of Government
Agencies (across both Federal and State Government), from the Cook Shire Council and Hope Vale
Aboriginal Shire Council, as well as from business interests, stakeholder groups, traditional owners and the
general community.
These submissions were circulated by DES to Diatreme and its EIS team to review, leading to a range of
changes to the Draft ToR being recommended. The submissions were informative and useful to understand
the key issues and concerns regarding the project.
DES, along with its Commonwealth counterpart the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment
(DAWE), then reviewed, finalised and published the Final ToR in November 2020.

A copy of the Final ToR can be found on the DES website at this location:
https://www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/145698/galalar-silica-sand-project-final-tor.pdf

TECHNICAL STUDIES
The Final ToR set out all the matters that the EIS will need to address.
Stakeholder consultation and engagement has ramped up on the project in recent months, with Diatreme
establishing a local site office in Hope Vale (see further details below). Working with affected native title
holders, and the RNTBC - Hopevale Aboriginal Congress , the purpose of the local office is to discuss the
project with the local community, receive feedback and provide further information. Engagement is also
ongoing with a range of Government agencies and authorities relevant to the project, including the Hope
Vale Aboriginal Shire Council and Cook Shire Council.
Technical studies to support the draft EIS are also well underway, with detailed studies and field work being
undertaken, but not limited to, the following matters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Design and layout of the mine site and export facilities
Hydrogeology and surface water
Terrestrial ecology
Cultural heritage
Coastal processes and marine ecology
Visual amenity
Social Impact Assessment (SIA)
Air, noise and climate change

LOGISTICAL SOLUTION FOR EXPORT
The Company’s preferred logistical solution comprises a new barge ramp and barge operations at Nob Point
near the proposed mine site, which would minimise environmental and community impacts.
The proposed barges at Nob Point would be either:
•
•

unloaded into an ocean-going vessel that is anchored directly offshore from the barge ramp at
Nob Point; or
routed to the north to the Port of Cape Flattery and unloaded to an ocean-going vessel that is
situated at a designated anchorage site within the port limits (which are excluded from the State
and Federal marine parks).

The silica product likely will be fully containerised (or similarly contained in a way that prevents the material
from escaping the container or vessel) to further minimise any environmental impacts and also satisfy the
Government’s new transhipping regulations.

The barge ramp infrastructure could also be designed and co-located with a public boat ramp that can be
used by the local community to support a range of recreational, tourism, cultural, and scientific research
activities.
These optimisations have been adopted to ensure the project satisfies the intent of both governments’ policy
regarding the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area and to ensure the project has a negligible impact on
the “Outstanding Universal Values” of the Reef.

EXPECTED TIMELINES AND NEXT STEPS
The reports from the EIS studies will form the chapters of the draft EIS document, which will be prepared
over the next six months prior to lodgement of the draft EIS document with DES and DAWE for its adequacy
and consistency with the final ToR requirements.
Once the draft EIS has been deemed to be satisfactory by DES and DAWE, another round of public input
will commence and if necessary, the draft EIS will be revised or supplementary studies undertaken. At that
time, assessment of state and Commonwealth matters will be undertaken under the
Queensland/Commonwealth bilateral agreement.
Following approval of the EIS, Diatreme will then proceed to finalise the Environmental Authority (EA) which,
together with the mining lease (ML) that was applied for in December 2019 and various operational works
approvals, will permit the project to commence.
Diatreme is currently targeting receiving the final environmental approvals and Mining Lease in the fourth
quarter of 2021, with potential first production in 2022.

LOCAL SITE OFFICE
Interested persons can also visit our new site
office now established in the Everlina Plaza
complex, right next door to the butcher in Hope
Vale.
Office hours vary but you can speak to project
representatives or make an appointment by
calling 1800 512 189 or emailing
manager@diatreme.com.au or contacting us
through our social media sites (Facebook,
LinkedIn or Twitter).
The office is open by appointment or at least a
week every month. It is Diatreme's intention for
all personnel working on the project to use this
office when working in the area, so feel free to
drop in and talk to the team about the project.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Further information about the GSSP proposal including the full description of the project (the Initial Advice
Statement) is available online at the department’s website:
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/eis-process/projects/current-projects/galalarsilica-sand-project
Further information is also available at Diatreme’s website:
https://diatreme.com.au/projects/galalar-silica-project-diatreme-100/
All publicly available documents and further information can also be obtained by contacting Diatreme’s
project hotline on 1800 512 189 or by emailing manager@diatreme.com.au.

